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" For more information please view updated
information on the following web sites:

Minnesota Deer Hunters Association

Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources
hitp:ifeww.dnr.state.us/huntingfindex.html

' Minnesota Department of Agricultrue
' htip:/fwww.mda_ state mn.us

University of Minnesota
hitp:fwwer.cvm.umn.edu/cahfs

Minnesota Department of Health
hitp/fwww.health.state.mn.us/

Minnasota Board of Animal Health
htip:/fesww.bah.state.mn.ug/

United States Department of Agriculture at

hitp:/fwww.aphis.usda.qov
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DISEASE

Information on
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)
for deer hunters, meat
processors and consum




Questions and Answers for deer hunters, meat processors and consumers

" Whatis Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)? A

' CWD s a fatal brain and nervous syslem disease found
in deer and elk in certain parts of North America. CWD is

caused by an abnormally shaped protein called a prion, :

which can damage brain and nerve tissue, =

Transmission between animals is likely by animal-io-
animal contact andfor contamination of the habitat by a
. diseased animal. )

-

”’Whataru the symptoms of CWD?

Infected deer and elk show progressive weight loss with
accompanying behavioral changes. In later stages of
 the disease, infected animals become emaciated (thus
‘wasting” disease). Other signs include staggering, |
consuming large amounts of water, excessive urination, |
' and drooling. If you see a deer showing these signs or |

™,

acting strangely, contact the local Department of Natural

. Resources office.
L A

“Is CWD transmmissible to humans? \'i
There is no evidence CWD can be transmitted fo |
humans. Epidemiologists with the faderal Centers for

| Disease Control and Prevention have found no evidence

| that prion-related disease in humans occurs more often
in hunters and consumers of wild game than in the
general population. More than 16 years of monitoring in
affected areas of Colorado found no disease in peaple

" What is being done in Minnesota to monitor wild and
captive deer and elk herds for CWD?

'\ caplive deer and elk herds at slaugnler plants.

living there. Ongoing public health surveillance is
 Important to fully assess the potential risk. J

;ﬁs it safe to eat venison? o
' The prions have never been found in muscle meat, |
even in infected deer. Officials are not recommending

| any general restrictions on consumption of deer meat.
However, as a precaution, it is recommended that you
do not eat deer or elk brains, spinal cord, eyes, spleen,

. tonsils or lymph glands (the tissue where the prions |

. accumulate). P,

I

Tne Minnesota Department of Natural Resowcss is |

tesiing thousands of animals from Minnesota's wild

| dser population. The Minnescla Board of Animal Health

monitors caplive deer and elk hards in the stale. Alsn, the
Mirnesola Depadment of Agriculture obtains samples from

fWhat precautionary steps should hunters take
when field dressing deer or handling meat?

Alinough there is no evidensce that CWD is a human health
risk, it is best to avoid unnecessary contact wiin the deer's
brain, fonsils, spleen, spinal cord and lymph glands - the
paris of & deer in which CWD-causing prions accumylate,
Good field-dressing technique is imporiant including ihe
use of disposable rubber gloves to minimize contact with

lissue inat could harbor the CWD prion. Proper technigues |

shauld be used regardiess as oiher known polental

hazards such as E.coli can be prevented throush good |

. handiing practices. f
e !
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r’1|r'1|fhat precautionary steps should meat processors |
take when handling deer and elk meat products?

It is important to minimize handling of the brain,
tonsils, spleen, spinal cord and lymph glands. Meat
should be processed without splitfing the backbone.
* All cuts used in steaks and chops can be removed
| from the carcass as boneless cuts. One knife or
handsaw should be designated for head removal,
It is also impertant to ensure thorough cleaning and
sanilizing of knives, saws, grinders and other meat- |
cutting tools. Meat timmings should be inspected '
and all lymph glands ramaved before grinding and i
sausage making. All equipment must be completely
disassembled and all meat scraps removed before the
| equipment is used again. All paris should be washed
| with a detergent specifically designed for cleaning
meat equipment. Equipment should then be rinsed
with clean water, sanitized with a chemical sanitizer
or 180 degrees Fahrenheit water and allowed to air
dry. These sound sanitation practices protect against
known food safely concarns. J

Howis CWD diagnosed? ™

CWD is diagnosed through microscopic
examinalion of brain samgples from

alls dead deer orelk. J

Spinal Cord




